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Introduction:

2 Corinthians 5:18-20
Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation: That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us.

Text:
1 John 2:5-6

But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know
we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.

Message:

I. A Compassion for Sinners

Notes:

Luke 19:10

" Eor the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”

Romans 5:8
But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!

Kirk Cameron

What I would say is Jesus came to save lost sinners like you and me, and if Jesus Christ has a
burning desire to seek and save the lost, then you should, too, if Christ is living within you. If
you don't have a concern for the lost, then I am concerned about your salvation because the
Holy Spirit wants the lost to come to Christ.

Henry Ward Beecher
“Compassion will cure more sins than condemnation.”

Dwight L. Moody

“No matter how low down you are; no matter what your disposition has been; you may be low
in your thoughts, words, and actions; you may be selfish; your heart may be overflowing with
corruption and wickedness; yet Jesus will have compassion upon you. He will speak
comforting words to you; not treat you coldly or spurn you, as perhaps those of earth would,
but will speak tender words, and words of love and affection and kindness. Just come at once.
He is a faithful friend — a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”



I1. A Contempt for Self-Righteousness

Notes:

Charles Spurgeon
The greatest enemy to human souls is the self-righteous spirit which makes men look to
themselves for salvation.

Matthew 23:13-15
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You lock up the kingdom of heaven
from people. For you don’t go in, and you don’t allow those entering to go in.

[“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour widows’ houses and make
long prayers just for show. This is why you will receive a harsher punishment.]

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to make one
proselyte, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as fit for hell as you are

I11. A Conviction for Truth

Notes:
John 14:6
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the
Father except through me.
Augustine

Where 1 found truth, there found I my God, who is the truth itself.

John 17:17
7 Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.

(continued on back page)



IV. A Cross of Love

Notes:

John 3:16-21
“For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone
who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into
the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.
Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God.

“This, then, is the judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than the light because their deeds were evil. For everyone who practices wicked things
hates the light and avoids it, so that his deeds may not be exposed. But anyone who lives by the
truth comes to the light, so that his works may be shown to be accomplished by God.”

John R. Stott, author of The Cross of Christ

“We must allow the Word of God to confront us, to disturb our security, to undermine our
complacency and to overthrow our patterns of thought and behavior.” ... “I could never myself
believe in God, if it were not for the cross.

Conclusion:

He was the meekest and lowliest of all the sons of men, yet he spoke of coming on the clouds
of heaven with the glory of God. He was so austere that evil spirits and demons cried out in
terror at his coming, yet he was so genial and winsome and approachable that the children
loved to play with him, and the little ones nestled in his arms. His presence at the innocent
gaiety of a village wedding was like the presence of sunshine.

No one was half so compassionate to sinners, yet no one ever spoke such red hot scorching
words about sin. A bruised reed he would not break, his whole life was love, yet on one
occasion he demanded of the Pharisees how they ever expected to escape the damnation of
hell. He was a dreamer of dreams and a seer of visions, yet for sheer stark realism He has all of
our stark realists soundly beaten. He was a servant of all, washing the disciples’ feet, yet
masterfully He strode into the temple, and the hucksters and moneychangers fell over one
another to get away from the mad rush and the fire they saw blazing in His eyes.

He saved others, yet at the last Himself He did not save. There is nothing in history like the
union of contrasts which confronts us in the gospels. The mystery of Jesus is the mystery of
divine personality.

— James Stewart, Scottish theologian




