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Sermon 

The Church & The Elements of Worship Outline 
Revelation 4:1-11 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jeff Jackson 



 

C.S. Lewis 
The perfect church service would be one we were almost unaware of; our attention would have been on God. 

 

Archbishop William Temple 
“Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. It is the quickening of the conscience by his holiness; 

the nourishment of mind with his truth; the purifying of imagination by his beauty; the opening of the heart to 

his love; the surrender of will to his purpose--all this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of 

which our nature is capable.” 

 

TEXT: 
 

Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice I had heard before spoke to me 

like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after this.” 2 And 

instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on it. 3 The one sitting on the 

throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald circled his throne 

like a rainbow. 4 Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four elders sat on them. They were all 

clothed in white and had gold crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning and the 

rumble of thunder. And in front of the throne were seven torches with burning flames. This is the sevenfold 

Spirit of God. 6 In front of the throne was a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. 

In the center and around the throne were four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back. 7 The 

first of these living beings was like a lion; the second was like an ox; the third had a human face; and the 

fourth was like an eagle in flight. 8 Each of these living beings had six wings, and their wings were covered all 

over with eyes, inside and out. Day after day and night after night they keep on saying, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty— 

the one who always was, who is, and who is still to come.” 
9 Whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanks to the one sitting on the throne (the one who 

lives forever and ever), 10 the twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one sitting on the throne (the one 

who lives forever and ever). And they lay their crowns before the throne and say, 
11 “You are worthy, O Lord our God, 

to receive glory and honor and power. 

For you created all things, 

and they exist because you created what you pleased.” 

 

Worship - the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity; great admiration or devotion. 
 

D.A. Carson 
“Worship is the proper response of all moral, sentient beings to God, ascribing all honor and worth to their 

Creator-God precisely because he is worthy, delightfully so.” 

 

I. Submission to the Lord 
 

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God: The Human Thirst for the Divine  
“Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each 

other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one 

must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers met together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart 

nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes 

away from God to strive for closer fellowship.”  

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1082290.A_W_Tozer
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/203894


 

Job 22:21 - “Submit to God, and you will have peace; then things will go well for you…” 

 

II. Sacrifice 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Terry Law 

“God requires your sacrifice of praise, at precisely what seems like the worst moment, because it reveals 

Christ Jesus in your life.”  

 

Romans 12:1 - And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he 

has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the 

way to worship him. 

 

III. Service 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Matthew 6:10 - May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in 

heaven. 

 

John 13:13-15 -13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. 14 And since 

I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have given you an 

example to follow. Do as I have done to you.  

 

A.W. Tozer 

God wants worshipers before workers; indeed the only acceptable workers are those who have learned the lost 

art of worship.  

 

IV. Sanctification 
 

Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Romans 12:2 - Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.  

 

1 Peter 1:13-16 - Therefore, with your minds ready for action, be serious and set your hope completely on the 

grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 

desires of your former ignorance. But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your 

conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy.  

 

John Ortberg 

“I need to worship because without it I can forget that I have a big God beside me and live in fear. I need to 

worship because without it I can forget his calling and begin to live in a spirit of self-preoccupation. I need to 

worship because without it I lose a sense of wonder and gratitude and plod through life with blinders on. I 

need worship because my natural tendency is toward self-reliance and stubborn independence.” 



 

V. Singing 
 

Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

NT Wright 

“That is what worship is all about. It is the glad shout of praise that arises to God the creator and God the 

rescuer from the creation that recognizes its maker, the creation that acknowledges the triumph of Jesus the 

Lamb. That is the worship that is going on in heaven, in God's dimension, all the time. The question we ought 

to be asking is how best we might join in.” 

 

Martin Luther 

“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of 

song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through music.” 

 

Psalm 98 

Sing a new song to the LORD, for He has performed wonders; His right hand and holy arm have won Him 

victory. The LORD has made His victory known; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered His love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen our 

God’s victory. 

 

Shout to the LORD, all the earth; be jubilant, shout for joy, and sing. Sing to the LORD with the lyre, with the 

lyre and melodious song. With trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn shout triumphantly in the presence of 

the LORD, our King. 

 

Let the sea and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it, resound. Let the rivers clap their hands; let 

the mountains shout together for joy before the LORD, for He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the 

world righteously and the peoples fairly. 

 

CONCLUSION: 
 

A.W. Tozer 
“I can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man or woman on this 

earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven.” 

 

Archbishop William Temple 

“Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. It is the quickening of the conscience by his holiness; 

the nourishment of mind with his truth; the purifying of imagination by his beauty; the opening of the heart to 

his love; the surrender of will to his purpose--all this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of 

which our nature is capable.” 

 

Our lives are most tempted to evil when our hearts lack worship from within. 


