“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord!’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,

but only the one who does the will of My Father in heaven. On that day many will
say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in Your name, drive out demons in
Your name, and do many miracles in Your name?’ Then I will announce to them, ‘I
never knew you! Depart from Me, you lawbreakers!’

1 John 4:1-16

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

This is how you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God. But every spirit who does not confess
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist; you have heard that he is
coming, and he is already in the world now.

You are from God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the One
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world.
Therefore what they say is from the world, and the world listens to them. We are
from God. Anyone who knows God listens to us; anyone who is not from God does
not listen to us. From this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception.

Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him.
Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Dear friends, if God loved us in this way,
we also must love one another. No one has ever seen God. If we love one another,
God remains in us and His love is perfected in us.

This is how we know that we remain in Him and He in us: He has given assurance
to us from His Spirit. And we have seen and we testify that the Father has sent His
Son as the world’s Savior. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God—God
remains in him and he in God. And we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God,
and God remains in him.



I. Listen to the Lord
Notes:

James 1:22-25

But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. Because if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his own
face in a mirror. For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what
kind of man he was. But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of free-
dom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but one who does good
works—this person will be blessed in what he does.

1 John 3:18-20

Little children, we must not love with word or speech, but with truth and action.
This is how we will know we belong to the truth and will convince our conscience
in His presence, even if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our
conscience, and He knows all things.

I1. Long for the Lord

Notes:

Philippians 1:21-24

For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. Now if I live on in the flesh, this means
fruitful work for me; and I don’t know which one I should choose. I am pressured
by both. I have the desire to depart and be with Christ —which is far better — but
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.

Psalm 27:4
I have asked one thing from the LORD;
it is what I desire:
to dwell in the house of the LOrRD
all the days of my life,
gazing on the beauty of the LORD
and seeking Him in His temple.
therefore an imaginary God, not the God of the Bible at all.”


https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/knowing-god

I11. Love for the Lord

Notes:

John 14:15-21

“If you love Me, you will keep My commands. And I will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. He is the Spirit of truth.
The world is unable to receive Him because it doesn’t see Him or know Him. But
you do know Him, because He remains with you and will be in you. I will not
leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.

“In a little while the world will see Me no longer, but you will see Me. Because I
live, you will live too. In that day you will know that I am in My Father, you are in
Me, and I am in you. The one who has My commands and keeps them is the one
who loves Me. And the one who loves Me will be loved by My Father. I also will
love him and will reveal Myself to him.”

Romans 12:1-2

Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.

CONCLUSION:
J.I. Packer
“Once you become aware that the main business that you are here for is to know
God, most of life's problems fall into place of their own accord.”

J.I. Packer
“A God whom we could understand exhaustively, and whose revelation of Himself
confronted us with no mysteries whatsoever, would be a God in man's image, and



