
 

 

What Was Jesus Like After His Resurrection? 
John 20:19-21:14 

In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together 
with the doors locked because of their fear of the Jews. Then Jesus came, stood 
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!”  
 

Having said this, He showed them His hands and His side. So the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.” After saying this, He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”  

 

But one of the Twelve, Thomas (called “Twin”), was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”  
 

But he said to them, “If I don’t see the mark of the nails in His hands, put my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will never 
believe!”  
 

After eight days His disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with them. 
Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, 
“Peace to you!”  
 

Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and observe My hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it into My side. Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.”  
 

Thomas responded to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  
 

Jesus said, “Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Those who believe 
without seeing are blessed.”  

 
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name.  

 
After this, Jesus revealed Himself again to His disciples by the Sea of Tiberias. He 
revealed Himself in this way:  
 
Simon Peter, Thomas (called “Twin”), Nathanael from Cana of Galilee, Zebedee’s 
sons, and two others of His disciples were together.  
 
“I’m going fishing,” Simon Peter said to them.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

“We’re coming with you,” they told him. They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing.  
 
When daybreak came, Jesus stood on the shore. However, the disciples did not 
know it was Jesus.  
 
“Men,” Jesus called to them, “you don’t have any fish, do you?”  
 
“No,” they answered.  
 
“Cast the net on the right side of the boat,” He told them, “and you’ll find some.” 
So they did, and they were unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 
Therefore the disciple, the one Jesus loved, said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”  
 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer garment around 
him (for he was stripped) and plunged into the sea. But since they were not far 
from land (about 100 yards away), the other disciples came in the boat, dragging 
the net full of fish. When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with 
fish lying on it, and bread.  
 
“Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus told them. So Simon Peter got 
up and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish—153 of them. Even though there 
were so many, the net was not torn.  
 
“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus told them. None of the disciples dared ask Him, 
“Who are You?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread, 
and gave it to them. He did the same with the fish.  
 
This was now the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after He was raised 
from the dead.  

 

I. The Mystery  
Notes: _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________  
 

Luke 24:30-32 
It was as He reclined at the table with them that He took the bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 
Him, but He disappeared from their sight. So they said to each other, 
“Weren’t our hearts ablaze within us while He was talking with us on the road and 
explaining the Scriptures to us?” 
 



 

 
 
Luke 24:44 
Then He told them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

 
John 3:8 
The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don’t know 
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.”  

 
C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe “He'll be coming and going" 
he had said. "One day you'll see him and another you won't. He doesn't like being 
tied down--and of course he has other countries to attend to. It's quite all right. 
He'll often drop in. Only you mustn't press him. He's wild, you know. Not like a 
tame lion.”  
 

II. The Modality  
Notes: _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________  
 
Luke 24:38-39 
“And why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at My hands and My feet, that it is 
I Myself! Touch Me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
can see I have.” 

 
N.T. Wright 
Imagine standing outside a car showroom, a hundred or more years from now. An 
advertisement has brought you and lots of others to see a new type of car.  
 
Different from all that went before, the slogan had said: 
 

‘Looks pretty much the same to me,’ says one person. 
 
‘Well, it’s similar,’ replies another, ‘but the engine seems different somehow.’ 
 
The inventor makes a short speech. 
 

‘I know it may look like an ordinary car,’ he says, ‘but what makes this one totally 
different is what it runs on. We’ve developed a new fuel, nothing to do with oil or 
petrol. It’s clean, it’s safe, and there are limitless supplies. And because of the type 
of fuel, the engine will never wear out. This car is going to last for ever.’ 

 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4790821


 

A fantasy, of course—or perhaps not, since you never know what inventions are 
going to come next (who in 1880 would have predicted the jet engine or the 
microchip?). But it gets us to the point of this long, dense and hugely important 
discussion. What sort of a body will the resurrection produce? And what will it 
‘run’ on? 
 
We may as well go to the heart of the passage, to the verse that has puzzled 
people many times in the past, and still does. In verse 44, Paul contrasts the two 
types of bodies, the present one and the resurrection one. The words he uses are 
technical and tricky. Many versions translate these words as ‘physical body’ and 
‘spiritual body’, but this is highly misleading. That is as though the difference 
between the old car and the new one was that, whereas the old one was made of 
steel, the new one is made of something quite different—plastic, say, or wood, or 
some as-yet-uninvented metal alloy. If you go that route, you may well end up 
saying, as many have done, that Paul is making a contrast simply between what 
we call a ‘body’, that is a physical object, and what we might call a ghost, a 
‘spiritual’ object in the sense of ‘non-physical’. But that is exactly what he is not 
saying. 
 
The contrast he’s making is between a body animated by one type of life and a 
body animated by another type. The difference between them is found, if you 
like, in what the two bodies run on. The present body is animated by the normal 
life which all humans share. The word Paul uses for this often means ‘soul’; he 
means it in the sense of the ordinary life-force on which we all depend in this 
present body, the ordinary energy that keeps us breathing and our blood 
circulating. But the body that we shall be given in the resurrection is to be 
animated by God’s own spirit. This is what Paul says in a simpler passage, 
Romans 8:10–11: the spirit of Jesus the Messiah dwells within you at the 
moment, and God will give life to your mortal bodies through this spirit who lives 
inside you. 

 
But when the spirit creates a new body, it won’t wear out. 

 
Romans 8:10-11 
Now if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
lives in you, then He who raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal 
bodies to life through His Spirit who lives in you. 

 
 



 

III. The Meaning  
Notes: _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________  
 

Colossians 1:15-20 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  
For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth,  
the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities— all things have been created through Him and for Him.  
 
He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together.  
 
He is also the head of the body, the church;  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have 
first place in everything. For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in 
Him, and through Him to reconcile everything to Himself by making peace 
through the blood of His cross — whether  things on earth or things in heaven. 
 
Erin Dyck, W ho are we really? The Gospel of New Creation 
In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul proclaims, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold the new has come.” What does the 
word “new” bring to mind? For me I think of words like fresh, untouched and 
flawless. I see images of beautiful, newborn babies, green leaves in spring after 
our long Montana winters, and the rays of the rising sun that proclaims a brand 
new day. 
 
In Greek there are two words for new: neos and kainos. Neos means “new in 
time”, meaning an addition to something already in existence: for example a 
newborn baby or new year. In the New Testament, neos is the word used to 
express the “new” in the New Covenant under Christ (Hebrews 12:14). The other 
new is Kainos, it means “new in nature”, implying the very first of its 
kind. Kainos is Paul’s choice of words to describe the “new” in 2 Corinthians 
5:17. Therefore, all who are in Christ are not simply additions to the human race, 
but unprecedented, never done before, creations. This is the Gospel and it 
absolutely changes everything! If this is true, the Christian existence is an absolute 
phenomenon! 

 
 



 

CONCLUSION: 
 

1. What is Christ doing presently?  
 

John 14:1-3 
“Your heart must not be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Fa-
ther’s house are many dwelling places; if not, I would have told you. I am going 
away to prepare a place for you. If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and receive you to Myself, so that where I am you may be also. 

 
2. What are we to be doing presently?  
 

N.T. Wright 
What you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, 
teaching, building hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing po-
ems, caring for the needy, loving your neighbor as yourself—will last into God’s 
future. These activities are not simply ways of making the present life a little less 
beastly, a little more bearable, until the day when we leave it behind altogether. 
They are part of what we may call building for God’s kingdom. 

 
3. Until… 
 

 C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe  
“Wrong will be right, when Aslan (The Christ Figure of Narnia) comes in sight, 
At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, 
When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death, 
And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.”  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4790821

