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INTRODUCTION 

    

Matthew 23:1-15 
Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples: “The scribes and the Pharisees are seated in the 
chair of Moses. Therefore do whatever they tell you, and observe it. But don’t do what they do, 
because they don’t practice what they teach. They tie up heavy loads that are hard to carry and put 
them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves aren’t willing to lift a finger to move them. They do 
everything to be observed by others: They enlarge their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They 
love the place of honor at banquets, the front seats in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, 
and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by people.  
 
“But as for you, do not be called ‘Rabbi,’ because you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. Do 
not call anyone on earth your father, because you have one Father, who is in heaven. And do not be 
called masters either, because you have one Master, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be 
your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
  
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You lock up the kingdom of heaven from people. 
For you don’t go in, and you don’t allow those entering to go in.  
 
[“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour widows’ houses and make long prayers 
just for show. This is why you will receive a harsher punishment.]  
 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to make one proselyte, 
and when he becomes one, you make him twice as fit for hell as you are!  

 
 

Matthew 6:1-4 
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of people, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you 
will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So whenever you give to the poor, don’t sound a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by 
people. I assure you: They’ve got their reward! But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 

 
 

 
I. The Actual Application of Righteousness 

 
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

James 1:19-25 
My dearly loved brothers, understand this: Everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow 
to anger, for  man’s anger does not accomplish God’s righteousness. Therefore, ridding yourselves of 
all moral filth and evil, humbly receive the implanted word, which is able to save you.  



 

But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. Because if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his own face in a mirror. For he looks at himself, 
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But the one who looks intently into 
the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but one who does good 
works—this person will be blessed in what he does.  
 

 

II. The Attitude of Your Heart to Serve 
 

Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Luke 17:6-10 
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed,”  the Lord said, “you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.  
 
“Which one of you having a slave tending sheep or plowing will say to him when he comes in from 
the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? Instead, will he not tell him, ‘Prepare something for 
me to eat, get ready, and serve me while I eat and drink; later you can eat and drink’? Does he thank 
that slave because he did what was commanded? In the same way, when you have done all that you 
were commanded, you should say, ‘We are good-for-nothing slaves; we’ve only done our duty.’ ”  
 

 
III. The Approval of the Lord 

 
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Galatians 1:10 
For am I now trying to win the favor of people, or God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were 

still trying to please people, I would not be a slave of Christ.  
 
Colossians 3:23-24 
Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and not for men, knowing 
that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ. 
 

 
 

CONCLUSION: 
Matthew 5:16 
In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven.  
 

 
 
 


